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The Durban Avenue School staff is writing away with their 4th and 5th grade students as they embrace 
Writer’s Workshop.  Teachers have been working with Gravity, Inc. to learn a new writing system 
that students seem to love.  Students learn multiple writing strategies through quick workshop model 
lessons and then are off to create and craft their own writing.  When Principal, Tracey Hensz asked 
the students what they loved most about Writer’s Workshop, some of their replies were:  “I like how I 
can freely express myself through writing and relive my memories” (Josiah Joeger), “I like being 
together on the carpet” (Mia Francis),  “I like that I can be inspired and remember good memories I 
have lived” (Calla Brower).   
 
When Mrs. Hensz asked the same of the teachers at Durban, they too responded positively with 
comments such as, “I love how excited my students get when I tell them to take our their Writer’s 
Workshop notebooks, and I love learning more about my students by listening to their stories” (Mrs. 
Fialcowitz), “I like how the students can be engaged, and it’s nice to have a place in the room where 
students can join together and not be afraid to take risks” (Mrs. DeSalvia).  
 
The Hopatcong District is training all its 3rd through 8th grade teachers in this valuable, researched 
based writing program.   Below is Mrs. Jaime Fialcowitz, 5th grade teacher, conducting a mini lesson 
on “Small Moments”, where students in the end get to write about a small moment in their life that 
was memorable and important to them.  
 
Pictured below is Mrs. Fialcowitz modeling her “Small Moment” and her entire class showing off 
their Writer’s Notebook.   
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